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Fun is spelled S-P-E-L-L-I-N-G B-E-E
Banyan’s first spelling bee was a big hit
Staff Report
Six students emerged victorious and one teacher was
crowned at Banyan’s first-ever spelling bee in the gym
on May 12.
Tommy, Lonnie, Samantha, Roman, Max H., and Albert
survived a series of difficult words to come away as the
student champions.
Ms. Kline, meanwhile, outlasted Mr. Hofmann in a
titanic battle that lasted many rounds.
But in the end, everyone was a winner.
Participants were able to test their skills against one another. Fans were able to witness
friendly competition.

Interested students were placed into appropriate competitive groupings based on their
current Wilson Step or Vocabulary class. Contestants were
given a dry erase board and marker to write down each
word. Winners received an Amazon gift card.
Ryan H. performed double duty, not only competing but
hosting the event.
The students remained focused and tried their best when
spelling each word.
So what makes a good speller? Reading, reading, reading.
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Max H. and Albert were both avid readers while growing up.
“I read a lot and I practice my spelling,” Albert said.
Lonnie became a good speller by reading and during class at Banyan.
“I owe a lot to Ms. Vandenbree,” he said. “I learned a lot from her.”
Ms. Kline remembers always being an avid reader.
“Spelling words is much easier when you have seen them before in print,” Ms. Kline
said. “It also helps to think about the meaning of the word or think of a word with
similar word elements that you know how to spell. Getting to write the words at the
Spelling Bee really helped -- I often have to write a
word two different ways and let my eyes help me
decide the correct way! I tell the students that their
eyes are very smart and can help them with spelling.“
The deciding word in the teacher category was
“Pirouette.
“With the winning word, "pirouette," I admit, I had an
advantage,” Ms. Kline said. “Most retired professional
dancers could spell that one!”

What’s for lunch?
Banyan Life Skills!
Students learn about a lot of
things during diner trip

By Ms. Gross

The life skills class took a trip to the West Essex Diner for lunch. They
practiced ordering their meals, telling the server about allergies and even
figuring out the tip! The best
part was having some great
conversations!

Sheep and goats and chickens … Oh my!
Petting zoo comes to Banyan
Staff Report
Jack’s Traveling Petting Farm made its way
to Banyan last week. Jack Stewart, who is
based out of Kinnelon, brought his
menagerie of sheep, goats, chickens, and
alagappa to Banyan. He even brought a
baby calf.
The zoo-on-wheels was a big hit with both
Banyan students and staff alike. Stewart
provided everyone food so they could feed
the animals.
Stewart has been running the traveling
petting zoo for the past 25 years. He and his

“staff” attend events ranging from birthday parties to libraries to senior citizen
homes.

Discovering the finer things in art
Beatrice learns a lot at the Met
By Beatrice
I like learning about how art works. I like to go to the Discoveries Workshop at
the Met in New York City. I like doing the activity because it teaches you all
about art. You are better at doing art. I go with my sisters and mom . You are
learning all about art to be an artist. These are the reasons why I like the Met.

Hoops and Cameron are a great fit

By Cameron
Basketball is my
favorite sport. I
like to play
basketball in the
gym and outside
at the park.
I throw the ball
into the hoop and
score a basket.
I am on the
Banyan team and
feel proud. I like to
win!
When we lose we
have to play
again. At the first
Banyan School basketball game we won. The cheerleaders danced
and sang.
I felt happy that the teachers watched. I am excited for the next
basketball game.

Phun times in Philly
Mora enjoys nice family outing
Staff Report
Mora spent a raw Saturday in Philadelphia with her family
recently. They toured an old house and had brunch with a
family friend. They also spent a couple of hours at the
Franklin Institute and had dinner at the Hard Rock Cafe
with her Uncle Robbie, who was celebrating his birthday.

Swingin’ in South Florida
Max, family enjoy sun and surf during spring break
By Max
Over spring break, I did many things. One of the
things we did was go to the beach, which is my
favorite place to go!
It was tropical weather there, and I was so tanned
when I came home. I had the best time going out
for Mexican food with my mom. After the beach. I
ordered a chicken quesadilla with a side of rice
and beans.
One of the pictures is my family, and my second
cousins, through my dad’s side. This is outside
their townhouse complex, which is very pretty,
and has a nice pond. There is also a picture of me
at pool side in my cottage house.

LBI, Albert perfect together
Albert spent vacation down the Jersey Shore
By Albert
I went to Long Beach Island during the Spring Break. I went to
Hotel LBI. I went to the pool with my sister and it was so warm. I
did a lot of strokes.
At the arcade, I did ring toss, bowling, Space Invaders, and
shooting the characters. I got the prize from the store. It took
place in Fantasy Island Amusement Park. The most fun game in
the arcade is playing Space Invaders. I walked around at the
beach and took some pictures. We couldn’t go swimming at the
beach, because it was too
cold. I had a fun time.

Banyan buddies enjoy the carnival
Jessica, Michael have a great time on the many rides
Staff Report
Banyan students Jessica and Michael got together
and enjoyed the St. Thomas More carnival
together. Here are some pictures of their time with
one another.

Offering a helping hand
Taylor mentors young Tommy on stage
Staff Report
On a lovely May evening, Taylor and Tommy participated in The
Miracle Project's rendition of Beauty & the Beast. Taylor starred
as Mrs. Potts, and Tommy played the part of Chip. The dynamic
duo enjoyed singing, dancing, and acting over the last three
months in preparation for the show at Morristown Performing
Arts Center.
Tommy and the Russell Family would like to thank Taylor for
mentoring Tommy and welcoming him to the acting program.
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