Special June Graduation Issue

Banyan 2022 graduates up to the task
By Mr. Hofmann, Editor
On Tuesday morning, our eighth-grade students will walk up the aisle, slide their tassels over from right to
left, and receive their diploma from the Banyan Elementary School.
What a wild ride it has been!
Our group of graduates has been through quite a bit – about as much as any class we have ever had.
How crazy has it been for the Class of 2022? Let us count the many ways.
During their time here, their vocabulary changed and so did usual, run-of-the-mill habits. Vernacular now
includes zooming, social distancing and pods.
Hand washing, of all things, became fashionable. It was cool to count to 20 while scrubbing your hands!
Fist-pumping was in vogue. High-fiving was not
More oddities: When our graduates were in the sixth grade, they were sent home for the rest of the
school year. They discovered at-home learning on their computer. They spent the rest of the year
zooming from their kitchens, living room sofa, or bedroom.
Last year, they followed a hybrid schedule (another new word). Students stayed in one classroom with
one teacher all morning and then went home for lunch and more classes on zoom.
Well, the students made it through thick and thin and here they are!
Beginning Tuesday afternoon, when they are driven out of the Banyan parking lot for the final time, they
will no longer be called eighth graders, but freshmen.
One thing is for sure: They earned that diploma! As for Banyan, we will never be the same without them.
Here is a look at each of the Banyan’s 2022 graduates:

Taylor
What are your
highlights of going
to Banyan
Elementary
School?
My highlights are
playing basketball,
gym class, having
Field Day and the
nice classrooms.
What will you miss
the most?
I will miss my
teachers and my
friends.
What do you look
forward to in the future?
I look forward to going to high school to do math and reading.
What are your career goals or aspirations?
I want to work with horses.
Is there some advice you would give next year's eighth-grade class?
It is going to be an exciting and amazing year. Have fun.

What they are saying about Taylor:
From Mrs. Perkins: Taylor, I am so proud of you. You have become such an amazing
reader. I will miss you.
From Ms. Destini: Hey T! I’m so proud of you! I am going to miss your smiling face and
energetic “good morning!” every day in first period! Good Luck! I cannot wait to hear
about your high school accomplishments!
From Ms. Kempton: Taylor, It has been so nice to watch you grow the past few years. I
am so proud of your progress in Wilson from Steps 1-7! I know you will continue to be a
hard working student in high school.
From Mrs. Onsdorff Taylor, it has truly been my pleasure to have you in my class for
most of your years at Banyan School. Your outgoing, friendly personality kept our
classes lively and engaging. I will always remember how hard you tried in everything
you did. I loved when you wanted to teach our class, and you did a great job! I still smile
when I think of how much you sounded like me with everything you said! What I will
never forget is your kindness. Many mornings you would wait for me and be sure that
you came to meet me and carry some of my bags down the hall to my classroom.
Thank you, it meant a lot to me. Because of your determination, I know you will be
successful in all that you do. Congratulations on your graduation!

From Ms. Gross: Thank you, Taylor, for being a teacher's helper at every Saturday
School!
From Ms. Zaturoska: Taylor, you are always such a big help in class. It was nice
having conversations with you! Best of luck in high school!
From Mr. Stacy: Taylor, you were such a massive help for me in my first year of
teaching here at Banyan! I lost
count of how many times you
By Ms. Gross
were able to help me or remind
This girl’s personality really shines bright
me of something that I might
She’s helpful and sweet, Taylor’s out of sight
have forgotten about! You have
She takes all of the younger students under her wing
an incredible memory and you
If you ask her to help she will do anything!
should be proud of that amazing
skill. Good luck in high school,
She’s ready for High School- that is for sure
you will do great.
As an 8th grade student we couldn’t ask for more!
From Ms. Connors Taylor,
thank you for making Social
Studies so much fun. Good luck next year and don’t forget to keep on singing!
From Ms. Megna: Taylor, You are the sweetest and sassiest young lady I have ever
met. I love your enthusiasm for Banyan and how much you care for everyone. I will miss
hearing you yell my name in the hall and asking a million questions!
From Mrs. Wilson: Taylor, you always made my day with your happy “Good Morning”
greetings. You always worked hard on your math facts and were a great student.
From Mr. Hofmann: Taylor, you stunned us all with your progress in basketball. Not
many people go from being a B Team player to an A Team starter overnight, but you
were able to pull it off. Don’t forget to bring your great personality and cheerfulness to
high school.
From Mr. Western: Taylor, it has been a pleasure getting to know you this year. I loved
watching you progress in reading class and I loved hearing you share all of your
different ideas and thoughts on our books. You always try your best to be helpful and it
is something I appreciate greatly! Keep being you!
From Dr. Rick: Taylor was always the model student in social skills group. She always
showed expected behavior and would always help me in group! Have the best time in
high school Taylor!

Jade
What are your highlights of going to Banyan Elementary School?
One of my highlights from Banyan School is the fashion show. My first year at Banyan
(4th grade) I was picked to lead the show as the first model to go down the catwalk. I
felt brave and famous and got a big
hug from my brother so I was very
proud.
Another highlight was meeting my
best friends. I also love cheerleading
and basketball games.
What will you miss the most? I will
miss Ms. Gross. She has a lot of
pep and gets everyone excited. I will
also miss my 7th grade friends.
What do you look forward to in the
future?
Going to high school and seeing old
friends there. Going to the beach
and camp this summer.
What are your career goals or
aspirations?
Doing still photography like my dad.
My dream job would be to work for
Bethany Hamilton (the famous surfer who overcame a shark attack that took her arm).
Is there some advice you would give next year's eighth-grade class?
Take advantage of what Banyan can teach you. Believe in yourself, try your best, and
never give up!
What they are saying about Jade:

From Dr. Rick: I always remember the stories Jade would share in girls group. It
is clear she loves her brother. She was always a number one cheerleader too!
From Ms. Destini: Good luck in high school! It was always a joy seeing you everyday!
The Banyan halls are going to be so different without you in them! Remember to reach
for the stars!

From Ms. Zaturoska: Jade, you have grown so much over the years at
Banyan. I am so proud of you! It was such a pleasure having you in class
years ago. I wish you the best in high school!
From Mrs. Wilson: Jade, I always enjoyed hearing about all your great
adventures on the weekends. You are a very sweet, caring young lady.
From Mrs. Perkins: Jade, I am so proud of you. Congratulations!

From Ms. Connors Jade, Congratulations on your graduation! Wishing you
all the best next year!
From Ms. Kempton: Jade, I
By Ms. Gross
can’t believe you are in 8th
This next graduate- she’s no fool
grade! Time has flown by! I She has the hugest amount of Pop It’s in the entire
school
am so proud of your work
She always looks out and helps one another
in Wilson from Steps 1-7
She even talks about Emilio, her younger brother
and now starting Step 8!
Jade is definitely ready to graduate today
Keep up the great work in
We wish her the best as she goes on her way!
high school.
From Ms. Gross: Jade:
Our Zoom speech sessions were so fun! Especially when Emilio joined in!
From Mrs. Onsdorff Jade, I never had you in class, but I will always be
grateful that you joined me the year that a nonverbal student visited my
class weekly. You quickly understood how to communicate with her and
involve her in our activities. I appreciate the time you spent with me in
preparation. I thank you for putting forth so much effort each time we met
in creating an enjoyable and worthwhile experience for this visiting student.
You did an excellent job! With your intuitive sense of interacting with others,
I’m sure you will be a success in whatever you decide to do. Best of luck in
high school.
From Mr. Hofmann: Jade, I’ll miss having you in Gym and Health class. I
think you’re gonna do great in high school!!
From Ms. Megna: Jade I will miss your silly stories, your amazing acting in
class with Cassidy, and how excited you get when the 12 oclock church
bells go off. Jade you are a born personal cheerleader and someone who
knows so much more than she lets on especially when we think you're not
even listening. You are going to do some amazing things in life and I can’t
wait to see what they are.
From Mr. Stacy: Jade, I really enjoyed having you for math this year! Your
kindness did not go unnoticed. Every single day you walked into my
classroom and presented yourself in such a respectful way and you helped
make the classroom such a positive, fun learning place! You should be
proud of that and the great individual that you are. Keep up the good work
and good luck next year!

Jared

What are your highlights of going to Banyan Elementary School?
Hanging out with friends and playing for the basketball team.
What will you miss the most?
My teachers and friends.
What do you look forward to in the
future?
Playing high school basketball.
What are your career goals or
aspirations?
I want to be a TV commentator for
football and basketball.
Is there some advice you would
give next year's eighth-grade
class?
Study hard and do your homework.

What they are saying about
Jared:
From Mr. Hofmann: Hey Jared,
thanks for giving us Tyreek Hill, us
Dolphins fans appreciate it. Ha!!
Seriously, best of luck to you. I wish
we could have had a true
basketball season, Banyan would
have had its best season ever. You
were one of the best, if not the best,
players we have ever had!
From Ms. Connors Jared, it was so much fun watching you play
basketball this year! Wishing you all the best next year!
From Ms. Megna: Jared your energy cannot be beat. I will miss how
enquisative you are, your love and knowledge of sports especially the NBA,
and how sweet and kind you are. It has been a pleasure having you in
class and I can’t wait to see where this road called life takes you.
From Ms. Kempton: Jared, you have grown into a mature young man and
you should be very proud of yourself. I am so proud of you for completing
the entire Wilson Reading System!
From Miss Gwen: Jared, Thank you for sharing all of your sports
knowledge with me! I will miss hearing all the game highlights!

From Ms. Gross: Jared, Wordle and Heardle in Speech was super fun!
From Ms. Dreher: Jared I cannot believe you are graduating this year. I
was lucky enough to spend one summer with you in my class. You were
such a pleasure in the
classroom as well as on
By Ms. Gross
the playground. I really
enjoyed learning some new
A basketball legend- he makes 3 pointers too
basketball tricks from you,
There is nothing that Jared Bermeo can’t do
On the court and in the classroom
even though I am terrible at
He worked hard in person and even on Zoom!
it. I wish you the best of
Jared we think you’re a real super star
luck next year!
Good luck in high school- you are gonna go far!
Congratulations on your
Graduation!
From Mr. Stacy: Jared, it has been such an amazing experience getting to
see you grow both in height and as a person! You have done such a great
job these last two years here and I am so lucky to have been able to teach
you. I really do miss our time at the end of every day shooting hoops
together. You are an amazing basketball player and an even better
teammate. Maybe I will coach you again one day! Keep up the great work, I
am extremely proud of you.
From Dr. Rick: Jared made so much progress his first year! And I’ll always
remember his basketball skills.
From Mrs. Wilson: Jared, I only had you in a few classes but we will
always have that special birthday bond—June 2nd!!
From Mr. Western: Jared, It has been a pleasure getting to know you as
well as watch you mature this year. We had some very memorable days in
class and I hope some of the things we learned stay with you forever. Keep
working hard each day on your academics as well as your sports!
From Ms. Destini: Jared, Good luck in high school! It was always a joy
seeing you everyday! The Banyan halls are going to be so different without
you in them! Remember to reach for the stars!

Christopher

What are your highlights of
going to Banyan Elementary
School?
My highlights of Banyan are my
teachers (Mr. Hain too!), my
friends, and basketball with
Coach Hofmann.
What will you miss the most?
I will miss Pet Day and my
teachers.
What do you look forward to
in the future?
My future will be me returning to
Sparta High School and going to
college like my two big brothers.
What are your career goals or
aspirations?
I am going to train to become an
NFL football player and if I can't
get into the NFL, I will want to
be a NJ State Trooper.
Is there some advice you
would give next year's eighthgrade class?
Do your best, never give up, but
don't be hard on yourself if you
don't succeed the first time.

What they are saying about Christopher:
From Mr. Hofmann: Chris, You are the best big man we have ever had at
Banyan in my 13 years coaching basketball here. Best of luck to you with
football at Sparta High. Tight end? Linebacker? Play both of them! The
Spartans are getting a great one no matter where you play. You should
also go out for placekicker!! You have a bigtime leg!!
From Ms. Zaturoska: Christopher, It was such a pleasure having you in
homeroom! Thank you for always changing the date on the board for me
and for always being a big help. Best of luck in high school and in football!
Keep reaching for the stars!

From Ms. Destini: Christopher, good luck in high school! It was
always a joy seeing you everyday! The Banyan halls are going to be
so different without you in them! Remember to reach for the stars!

From Ms. Connors Chris, it was so much fun watching you play
basketball this year! Wishing you all the best next year!
From Ms. Kempton: Christopher, You are truly one of the best
Wilson students ever! Do not tell Johnathan that! Thank you for your
hard work with Ms. Kline this year. I know you will finish all steps of
Wilson very soon!
From Ms. Gross: Christopher: Our diner trip during Life Skills class
was super fun!
From Miss Gwen:Christopher, I had so much fun playing games with
you in speech. I will miss
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constantly losing to you!
Another Bomensatt graduates Banyan School
From Mr. Stacy:
He’s tall- great at sports- and we all think he is cool
Christopher, you were
Christopher has really helped lead the way
the first student I
He works hard and has fun, each and every day
interacted with at
You continue to really make us proud
Banyan! It was my very
Let’s hear it for Christopher, let’s cheer for him loud!
first day here and you
were the only student in
the class with myself and Mr. Hain. I have lost count of the amount of
times I have noticed your kindness and how often you were willing to
help me out with something. Please understand those kinds of traits
are really incredible to display at your age and you will only continue
to grow as a person. I mean this quite literally too as I expect you to
tower over me the next time I see you! Please come and visit and
good luck with your education. Continue to believe in yourself and
never stop trying. You can figure out anything you put your mind to,
you did this all school year. It has truly been an incredible experience
getting to teach you.Good luck in high school!
From Mrs. Rallo: Even though you were already familiar with Banyan,
it made me happy to watch you make such a smooth transition into
your new school. I saw you develop more and more confidence as
time went on not only in your writing, but socially as well. I wish you
the best as you make
this next transition to high school. I know you will continue to thrive
and give it your all. Go Christopher!
From Mr. Western: Christopher, I enjoyed working with you this year
in our TMC class. You do an excellent job setting an example for

others around you by doing the right thing and standing up for others! I
loved hearing your thoughts in class and especially loved some of the
stories you wrote in class as well. Never stop being you!
From Mrs. Wilson: Chris, You are definitely a “team player” and a
focused, serious student.
From Dr. Rick: I remember Chris playing with blocks in my room
when he was five years old! It was such a privilege to see him all
grown up!

Dylan
What are your highlights of going to
Banyan Elementary School?
Seeing my awesome teachers, going
on field trips, being on the Basketball
team with Mr. Hofmann, doing the
Fashion Show and having our
Christmas parties.
What will you miss the most?
Ms. Gross, my other teachers, and
seeing all my friends!
What do you look forward to in the
future?
Going to Banyan HS and visiting my
teachers next year at the elementary
school.
What are your career goals or
aspirations?
To work at a restaurant (maybe
Hapgoods ).
Is there some advice you would give
next year's eighth-grade class?
Do all the stuff I used to do! Participate
in field trips and take life skills.

What they are saying about Dylan:

From Ms. Destini: Dil! I am going to miss your joy next year! Good
luck in high school! They are so lucky to have you!
From Ms. Gross: Dylan: Although you were a basketball player, you
always knew all of the cheers! You definitely win the Spirit Award!
From Dr. Rick: Dylan was always the MVP in group and always had a
positive attitude. He was front in center in every picture and always so
excited for every activity. Congratulations Dylan! We are all so proud of
you.
From Ms. Zaturoska: Dylan, I cannot believe you are graduating this year!
I’ll never forget having you and the whole crew with me and Mrs. Kowalski.
You always have a smile on your face and light up the room. You’re going
to do amazing things in high school! Keep shining bright!
From Ms. Kempton: Dylan, It has been so nice to watch you grow the past
few years. I am so proud of your progress in Wilson from Steps 1-7! I know
you will continue to be a hard working student in high school.

From Mrs. Wilson: Dylan, What an amazing young gentleman you have
grown into. I love your sunny, upbeat personality.
From Mrs. Onsdorff Dylan, I never had you in class, but your smile and
greeting would always brighten my day. Whenever I would see you in the
hall or come into your classroom, your exceptionally outgoing personality
was always such a pleasure. Congratulations on your graduation! I wish
you the best and all that you do.
From Ms. Megna: Dylan, your energy and excitement for school is
something everyone needs a piece of. I will miss our afternoon chats, your
excitement at the 12 oclock church bells, your sassiness, and your love and
happiness for everyone in this school. I know you will go far in life and I
cannot wait to see how much you grow in high school. Always be kind,
caring, funny, and sweet.
From Ms. Connors Dylan
By Ms. Gross
you are so sweet and such
Dylan Coyne- with a heart of gold
a good friend. I loved
When they made this boy- they really broke the mold
helping you to learn a new
Singing and dancing and facetime with friends
skill in woodworking.
When you are with Dylan the fun never ends
Thank you for making
You’ve made it to 8th grade, we can’t believe it’s all
Social Studies so much
done
fun! Good luck next year!
Dylan congrats, work hard and have fun.
From Mr. Stacy: Dylan! I
am extremely proud of you.
Thank you for being such an amazing student! Every single day after lunch
I would look forward to opening my classroom door and seeing you first in
line waiting to come in. You are such a great student and you have shown
such great effort in class! Keep up the amazing work!
From Ms. Dreher: Oh Dylan! The fact that you are graduating 8th grade
this year is CRAZY! I am so proud of all of your accomplishments in your
time at Banyan. You were always such a pleasure in the classroom. I loved
watching you improve throughout the school year and watching you
constantly improve in your education career. I wish you the best of luck
next year. I know you are going to continue to achieve greatness as you
move through school. Congratulations on your graduation!
From Mr. Hofmann: Dylan, you are one of the most polite, kindest
students we have encountered at Banyan. Ever since you arrived at
Banyan, you were always one of my class’s steadying influences.
Sometimes, when Gym or Health class would get a little loud, you’d look at
me and say, “Discipline.” Classic Dylan! Gotta love it! Best of luck at
Banyan High!

Nate
What are your highlights of going to
Banyan Elementary School?
Basketball and I made some good
friends.
What will you miss the most?
The people in the school.
What do you look forward to in the
future?
To get good grades in high school.
What are your career goals or
aspirations?
Being an animator.
Is there some advice you would give
next year's eighth-grade class?
Pay attention to Mr. Stacy in Math.

What they are saying about Nate:
From Mr. Stacy: Nate, getting to teach and coach you was such an
amazing experience. One of my favorite memories ever at Banyan
was getting to see you score your first basket (and your second… and
your third… and your fourth…). It really was so much fun getting to
have you in class and seeing your amazing art skills get better and
better. Keep drawing and creating, you have a strong ability that will

continue to get stronger with more and more practice. Good luck next
year!

From Ms. Kempton: Nate, you have been a great addition to
Banyan School this year. Thank you for sharing your amazing
drawings with us. You have jumped right into the Wilson Reading
program and your reading and spelling skills have grown so much
in one year!
From Mr. Hofmann:
Nate, you began the year
Our very best artist, sketch pad and all
shy, reserved and quiet.
At IPlay America he really had a ball
But once you became
He was great at Laser Tag and when the day was
used to Banyan, you
done
have become more
He loved being with his friends- they had so much fun
We all wish the best congratulations to Nate
comfortable and outgoing
You’re a terrific young man and you’re gonna do
and a lot of fun to be
great!
around. It was a pleasure
having you in Gym. Don’t
forget to keep practicing your gift as an artist.
From Ms. Destini: Nate, good luck in high school! It was always a joy
seeing you everyday! The Banyan halls are going to be so different
without you in them! Remember to reach for the stars!
From Mrs. Wilson: Nate, you are an amazing artist. Who knows
where that sketch pad will take you?
By Ms. Gross

From Ms. Connors Nate, keep on drawing and practicing that
jump shot! Congratulations on your graduation! Wishing you all
the best next year!
From Ms. Zaturoska: Nate, It was so nice to be able to see your
artwork in homeroom! You are incredibly talented. Never give up on
your dreams! Keep creating and doing the best you can. Good luck in
high school!
From Ms. Gross: Nate, I loved looking at your sketches. You are
such a talented artist!
From Mr. Western: Nate, I enjoyed many of the memories we shared
together in class. You have a unique sense of humor and I enjoyed all
of our conversations as you were always quick to catch my sarcasm!
Continue to grow your creativity in both your drawing and your writing!
Good luck in high school!

Alan
What are your highlights of going
to Banyan Elementary School?
I made a lot of friends, I loved
playing basketball.
What will you miss the most?
The teachers and my friends.
What do you look forward to in
the future?
I’m going to go to Irvington High
School.
What are your career goals or
aspirations?
I’d love to be a professional soccer
player.
Is there some advice you would
give next year's eighth-grade
class?
Work hard in school.

What they are saying about Alan:
From Mr. Hofmann: Al, you made quite an impression in your two years at
Banyan. You are one of the most polite students we have ever had at
Banyan. I hope you find a soccer team to play on next fall. You are a VERY
talented soccer player!
From Mr. Stacy: Alan, it was great seeing you grow as a math student this
year. One of my favorite memories from this school year was seeing you
get better and better each day with your math skills. It really was fun to
watch! We also had a lot of fun with basketball this year and I am really
glad you were on my team. I would never have guessed this was your first
year playing basketball games! You are a natural athlete, keep up the good
work. Good luck next year!
From Ms. Destini: Alan, good luck in high school! It was always a joy
seeing you everyday! The Banyan halls are going to be so different without
you in them! Remember to reach for the stars!

From Ms. Megna: Alan what can I say, but stay cool and definitely be
Laugh out Loud all your life. I will miss our jokes and how funny you
are when you get comfortable with someone. I hope you are always
Kind, Caring, and a Jokester.
From Ms. Kempton: Alan, I know you have worked so hard on your
reading. Steps 1-4 in Wilson have really helped you so much!
Continue to work hard in high school.
From Ms. Zaturoska: Alan, you are a kind student and you were
always trying your best! Good luck in high school!
From Ms. Gross: Alan, I remember our fun push-in speech classes in Miss
Swofford's class!

From Ms. Connors Alan, it was so much fun watching you play
basketball this year!
Wishing you all the best
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next year!
A true soccer star who is admired by all
He has made so many friends and is always having a ball
He has really worked hard at his time at Banyan School
Everyone thinks Alan is a student who’s cool!
Congratulations Alan, we think you’re a star
We know you’ll work hard and will really go far.

From Mr. Western:

Alan, you were one of
the first students I got
the pleasure to work
with here at Banyan as
you were in my
homeroom. I loved hearing about all of your soccer stories and
discussing professional soccer with you. Keep playing, but remember
to enjoy it as well. You have a good sense of humor and I enjoyed
many of the times we had in class with everyone laughing. Enjoy high
school!
From Mrs. Perkins: Alan, I remember when you first started at
Banyan. You are such a great student. I am excited to hear about all
that you accomplish in High School.
From Mrs. Wilson: Alan, I enjoyed having you in some of my classes.
You are a polite, focused student.

Tristen
What are your highlights of going to
Banyan Elementary School?
Gym with Mr. Hofmann was my favorite class.
I liked being in the Games Club and playing
Chess. I think the teachers were great.
What will you miss the most?
I’ll miss the teachers. They were really cool.
What do you look forward to in the future?
I want to join the Air Force.
What are your career goals or aspirations?
I want to serve my country.
Is there some advice you would give next
year's eighth-grade class?
Study hard and work hard and enjoy yourself.

What they are saying about Tristen:
From Mr. Stacy: Tristen, or should I say
Coach T? Thank you for stepping up and
always helping me out in my first year of teaching. You were always one of
the first students I would think of to ask for some extra help and you would
always kindly say yes and help. Getting to teach you and the rest of your
classmates has been an unforgettable experience. I will never forget how
great of a student you are and will continue to be. Keep believing in
yourself, you can do anything you put your mind to. You are a tremendous
individual, Tristen. Keep up the great work.
From Ms. Zaturoska: Tristen, you have a great sense of humor! It was
nice to have you in social studies a few years ago. Good luck in high
school!

From Ms. Kempton: Tristen, you have always been such a role
model to the other students. You are polite and respectful to your
teachers and friends. I am so proud of you completing the entire
Wilson Reading System- all 12 steps! This is a huge accomplishment!
From Miss Gwen: I will miss making alliances with you so no one will
bump your pieces in Trouble and Sorry in Speech.

From Ms. Destini: Tristen, good luck in high school! It was always a
joy seeing you everyday! The Banyan halls are going to be so different
without you in them! Remember to reach for the stars!
From Ms. Gross: Tristen: It was always easy to put you in different speech
groups because you get along great with everyone!

From Ms. Connors Tristen, it was so much fun watching you coach
basketball this year! Wishing
you all the best next year!
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From Mrs. Rallo: TristenA role model to all- a true leader and kind
Friends reach out to Tristen if they are ever in a bind
Do you remember when you
He looks out for us all as a leader and friend
first came to Banyan? I was
lucky enough to have worked He’s a Banyan Bulldog, to the very end
We wish you good luck as you go on your way
with you in TMC class. It was Make the most of your life, each and every day!
so nice to see you become a
more confident reader and
begin to understand the stories you read. You always came to class
with a positive attitude ready to learn. I am sure you continued to
work hard throughout your years at Banyan, and now you are ready
for high school. Keep up the great work! Go, Tristen!
From Ms. Megna: Tristen I will miss all your questions about
everything and anything we talk about in class, your funny and fun
loving personality, how much you have grown as an adult, and hearing
you tell me about all the things you know or want to know. You will go
anywhere your mind takes you to and I know it will be amazing.
Please don’t ever lose your inquisitiveness for life, your kind heart,
and bravery.
From Ms. Dreher: Tristen, Congratulations on your Graduation! I am so
proud of all of your accomplishments in school. You are such a wonderful
student and your next group of teachers will be so lucky to have you in their
classes. I wish you the absolute best in your next school, and I know you
are going to do great things!
From Mr. Camp: Tristen, although I have not had you in my class the last
few years, I won’t forget when you first came to Banyan and I had the
privilege of teaching both Social Studies and Wilson to you. Your work
habits and overall attitude are exemplary and I have no doubt you will
accomplish whatever goals you set for yourself. Wishing you all the luck in
high school and your future endeavors.

From Mr. Hofmann: Tristen, thank you for stepping up and standing out in
Health class. I could always count on you for answers and your undivided
attention. Your favorite topics were protein and carbs because I know you
are into working out at your home gym. I hope you one day become Mr.
Universe. Ha! We also loved having you on the basketball coaching staff!
From Mr. Western: Tristen, I have enjoyed working with you this year and
learning about both your creative and comedic side. You always came into
class with a positive attitude and your own unique perspective! Continue to
work hard in high school and never stop being you!
From Mrs. Wilson: Tristen, you have grown into such an amazing young
gentleman. You were always such a pleasant student to work with. Follow
your dreams.
From Dr. Rick: Tristen was always the kindest student. All of the students
wanted to be his friend and respected him. Good luck in high school!

Johnathan
What are your highlights of going to Banyan Elementary School?
Pajama Day.
What will you miss the most? I’m going
to miss everyone. All of my teachers and
all of my friends. Mr. Hofmann’s gym
class. Ms. Connor’s social studies class. I
liked learning about the presidents. Ms.
Wente’s science class. I’ll remember- “
Always question, always wonder.” And all
of my classes with Mr. Camp. I learned a
lot, especially math. Guy’s Group with Dr.
Rick and lunch club social with Ms.Gross.
What do you look forward to in the
future?
I look forward to going to Banyan high
school.
What are your career goals or
aspirations?
I want to be a teacher.
Is there some advice you would give
next year's eighth-grade class?
Work hard and have fun.
What they are saying about Johnathan:
From Mr. Camp: Johnathan, I am so proud of all that you have
accomplished since you came to Banyan. You are a very hard worker and
are always willing to try your best when learning new things. You are
willing to do things outside your comfort zone as evident in your
participation in basketball. Keep doing your best and good luck in high
school!
From Ms. Gross: Johnathan, you were definitely the No. 1 charades
player during Lunch Club Social!
From Ms. Destini: Johnathan, good luck in high school! It was always a
joy seeing you everyday! The Banyan halls are going to be so different
without you in them! Remember to reach for the stars!

From Mrs. Perkins: Johnathan, I remember when you first started at
Banyan. I was lucky to work with you during the summer and watch you
grow throughout the time you have been with us.
From Ms. Kempton: Johnathan, you are such an amazing reader and
speller! Thank you for your hard work with Mr. Camp. Your positive energy
and friendly demeanor have been such a nice part of our Banyan family.
Good luck in high school!
From Dr. Rick: I remember
By Ms. Gross
when Johnathan won lunch
He plays the piano and he even sings too
with me from the fashion
Johnathan Imbessi- there’s nothing you can’t do
show. He had the best
You loved playing skee ball and you are so good at
manners and loved his
math
penne vodka!
Moving on to High School you are on a great path
From Ms. Connors
Congratulations Jonathan you are on your way
Johnathan, you made Social
We are so proud of you- enjoy your special day!!
Studies interesting this year.
Congratulations on
graduating! Good luck next
year!
From Mr. Hofmann: Johnathan, your exploits as a piano player were very
impressive. I think you’re bound for Carnegie Hall!! You were also a
wonderful student with a sharp mind and we will miss you! You also thrived
in basketball and I am so glad you came out this year. I am so proud of the
progress you have made and will continue to make in high school.

Minsuh
What are your highlights of
going to Banyan Elementary
School?
Going outdoors for recess with my
friends. It is so fun and makes me
so happy.
What will you miss the most?
I will miss all my friends and
teachers.
What do you look forward to in
the future?
I look forward to nursing for little
children.
What are your career goals or
aspirations?
I want to be a nurse.
Is there some advice you would
give next year's eighth-grade
class?
Play and have a good time with all
of your friends in school.

What they are saying about Minsuh:
From Mr. Western: Minsuh, what a year we have had! I will also
remember how quick you are to make a joke or how expressive your
reactions are. You are always the first one to see through my sarcasm and
we have had some wonderful moments together in class. Most of all, I am
proud of all the hard work you put in this year.
From Ms. Destini: Minsuh, good luck in high school! It was always a joy
seeing you everyday! The Banyan halls are going to be so different without
you in them! Remember to reach for the stars!

From Mrs. Onsdorff: Minsuh, it has truly been my pleasure to have
worked with you since you arrived at Banyan School, and it was so
enjoyable to be able to meet with you on Zoom a few times each week.
You are amazing! Your sense of humor and quiet laugh are so very
endearing. I love that you are talking to me so much more, teaching me
things, and reminding me of things I forget!! With your enthusiasm,
diligence - no matter what
time we are meeting, and
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charm, you will be
Minsuh, the girl with the gorgeous black hair
successful in all that you
During Lunch Club Social she couldn’t wait to share
do. I wish you all the best,
Congratulations Minsuh we know you’ll do great
and I hope to follow your
You have worked so hard- you are really top rate
accomplishments as you
go through Banyan High
School.
From Ms. Gross: Minsuh, We always had a fun time in speech. I'm so
proud of your hard work with your volume and adding more to our
conversations!
From Mrs. Rallo: Minsuh, I really enjoyed getting to know you even though
it was during virtual learning. Even with the challenges we faced being so
far apart, you always did your best and never complained. You learned so
many new skills and worked diligently to perfect the old ones as well! You
are a sweet and kind young girl, and I am so fortunate to have worked with
you. I wish you the best as you begin your new journey in high school.
From Ms. Megna: Minsuh, you make me laugh often. I know that you may
seem shy but when you get going you are truly amazing with your words. I
will miss your morning meows, your non responses to Cassidys questions,
your excited jumpiness, and how sweet and kind you are to everyone.
From Ms. Connors Minsuh, Congratulations on your graduation! Wishing
you all the best next year!
From Mrs. Perkins: Minsuh, I am lucky to have had you in my class. You
are such an amazing artist and student. I will miss you and I hope you
come back to say hello!
From Ms. Kempton: Minsuh, you have grown into an outgoing young
woman! I am so proud of all of your progress, especially in Wilson! Steps 18 and going strong! Continue your hard work in high school.
From Ms. Dreher: Minsuh, congratulations on your Graduation! I am so
proud of how far you have come in school. You are such an amazing
student and an even harder working one. You never gave up and always
persevered in anything thrown your way. I loved having you for FIRST, and

watching as your personality came through as the school year moved
along. You loved to joke around and talk about cats and scary movies. I
wish you the best of luck at your next school. Your next teacher will be so
lucky to have you in their classroom.
From Mrs. Wilson: Sweet and stylish-that’s Minsuh.
From Dr. Rick: I will always remember Minsuh's share and care in girls
group! She always had the most fun toys!
From Mr. Hofmann: Minsuh, you might be the most dedicated student we
have ever had at Banyan. Why do I say this? Who else would Zoom at 3
o’clock in the morning for Health class the way you did two years ago?
What dedication!!

Isaac
What are your highlights
of going to Banyan
Elementary School?
I liked recess the best.
What will you miss the
most? My teachers.
What do you look forward
to in the future? I want to
be a chef.
What are your career
goals or aspirations?
I’m not sure.
Is there some advice you
would give next year's
eighth-grade class?
Study hard.

What they are saying about Isaac:
From Mr. Hofmann: Isaac, you have come such a long way at Banyan and
we are very proud of you. I hope you go out for basketball in high school,
you are a really good shooter.
From Dr. Rick: I always remember getting high fives from Isaac (he is very
strong!) and talking about Mario Kart with him. Congratulations Isaac!
From Ms. Destini: Isaac, good luck in high school! It was always a joy
seeing you everyday! The Banyan halls are going to be so different without
you in them! Remember to reach for the stars!
From Mrs. Wilson: Isaac, you were always such a great Math student and
such a neat worker—your numbers were always written perfectly and you
never gave up on a problem until you solved it.
From Ms. Kempton: Isaac, you have made so much progress with your
reading and spelling! I know you will be able to finish the Wilson program in
high school! Best of luck!

From Ms. Megna: Isaac I will miss your matter of fact attitude, your laugh
that is contagious, and teaching you for so long. You are a truly kind, caring,
and smart young man who will be missed at Banyan daily. I know you will
reach every goal you set for yourself and never give up.
From Ms. Dreher: Isaac!
By Ms. Gross
Congratulations on your
This next graduate is second to none
graduation! I am so happy
When he went to IPlay , he had so much fun!
that we had gotten to spend a
The 8th grade trip was a great experience for him
year together in the
Isaac excels in math, science and Gym!
classroom. It was such a
Good luck to you Isaac as you graduate
pleasure reading with you and We wish you the best and think you are great!
working through FIRST
together. You were such an
awesome student to have in
the classroom, and I know you will do great things on your next adventure.
Wishing you the best of luck next year!
From Ms. Connors Isaac, Congratulations on your graduation! Wishing you
all the best next year!

Jack
What are your
highlights of going
to Banyan
Elementary
School?
I liked trips to the
diner and Boonton
Lanes with Mr.
Hofmann.
What will you miss
the most?
I will miss my
teachers.
What do you look
forward to in the
future?
I‘m excited to meet
my new teachers.
What are your career goals or aspirations?
When I grow up, I want to be a teacher or work at a hotel.
Is there some advice you would give next year's eighth-grade class?
8th grade is cool. Don’t forget your lunch box. Be nice to your teachers! I
hope you like your teachers and have classes with your friends.
What they are saying about Jack:
From Dr. Rick: My favorite memories with Jack were always in homeroom
with Mrs. Martin and Ms. Sue. Jack always made sure to say goodbye to
everyone and make everyone feel included.
From Ms. Kempton: Jack, continue to work hard on your reading!
Remember to stay focused and try your best! Good luck in high school!
From Ms. Destini: Jack! I was always in good company during afternoon
pickup with you! You are constantly making me laugh! Good Luck in high
school!
From Mrs. Wilson: Jack, Even though I only had you a few times for
classes, you never passed me by without a friendly greeting.
From Mr. Hofmann: Jack, who am I going to turn to for traffic updates now
that you’re gone? I appreciated them on bus duty every morning. I hope

you never hit any traffic on the way to Banyan High! You are maybe the
only student in Banyan history to have had perfect attendance on Zoom —
and then some. You even came to classes you didn’t need to come to. You
were always welcome then and you always will be!
From Ms. Connors Jack,
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you are one of a kind! I will
A Saturday school regular and always on Zoom
miss learning about new
He has the most questions of anyone in the room
places with you. I hope
He’s sweet and he’s kind and we wish him the best
that one day you get to
It’s our buddy Jack Lee, if you haven’t already
travel the world!
guessed
Congratulations on your
We are excited to see all the great things you do
graduation! Good Luck in
Jack, you’re the best and we’re so proud of you
High School!
From Ms. Gross: Jack,
you asked terrific follow-up
questions during Lunch Club Social! Also, I loved when you showed me
your Syracuse shirts!
From Ms. Jacqueline: Jack, I loved doing jobs with you because you're a
hard worker and you love trying your best. I'll miss having you here at
Banyan Elementary to keep me "in the know" with all the school events and
happenings! You will be AWESOME at Banyan High School. Never forget
"it's no big deal" because that will get you through anything in your way.
Congratulations, you will be missed!
From Ms. Megna: Jack I will miss you at Saturday School and running into
you in the hallways with your always questioning mind. You have a lot of
heart and I know it will lead you to some great adventures in High School.

Elias
What are your highlights of going
to Banyan Elementary School?
Playing on the swings during
recess.
What will you miss the most?
I will miss Miss Sue and PT with
Chrissy.
What do you look forward to in
the future? I want to be an animal
trainer.
What are your career goals or
aspirations?
I’d like to be an animal trainer.
Is there some advice you would
give next year's eighth-grade
class?
Have fun and work hard.

What they are saying about Elias:
From Ms. Connors: Elias, I am so proud of all your hard work this year! I
enjoyed listening to you read. Congratulations on your graduation! Good
luck in high School!
From Ms. Gross: Elias: 2-4-6-8, who do I appreciate? Elias, Elias, Elias ....
goooo Elias! You were so terrific at cheerleading every game!
From Ms. Kempton: Elias, continue to work hard on your reading!
Remember to stay focused and try your best! Good luck in high school!
From Ms. Destini: Elias, good luck in high school! It was always a joy
seeing you everyday! The Banyan halls are going to be so different without
you in them! Remember to reach for the stars!
From Ms. Jacqueline: Elias, I will miss you so much! You brought so
much joy to our classroom. You're a great listener, a kind friend, and the
best rule follower! You're going to be GREAT in high school. I can't wait to
hear about everything you achieve in the next few years. Always remember

"it's no big deal" and you got this! Never change who you are.
Congratulations!
From Miss Gwen: Elias, cheerleading with you was so fun! You always did
a great job calling “Go Green, Go White!”
From Dr. Rick: With Elias I always remember his share and cares, of his
dogs and cookie monster! He
would always tell us about
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them. And his love of Pete the
The best boy cheerleader- Elias knows all of the
Cat!
cheers
From Mr. Hofmann: Elias,
He is going to high school without any fears
you left quite a reputation at
Sweet and kind, we are so proud of this boy
As he walks through the halls he brings us so much
Banyan: Kind, considerate,
joy!
and a very nice young man. I
Congrats, Elias on this special day
hope you continue to bring a
You really made us proud and you are on your way!
lot of people a lot of joy at
Banyan High.

Richie
What are your highlights of going to
Banyan Elementary School?
Seeing my friends.
What will you miss the most?
I’ll miss my nice teachers.
What do you look forward to in the
future? I look forward to going to Waldwick
High School with some of my older friends.
What are your career goals or
aspirations?
I want to be a YouTuber.
Is there some advice you would give next
year's eighth-grade class?
Pay attention in school.

What they are saying about Richie:
From Dr. Rick: I always remember Richie
playing Bey Blades with Manny and Aiden.
And Richie always joking with Ms. Dreher!
From Mrs. Wilson: Richie, You certainly
taught me a lot about Super Heroes. You
could really “rock” those numbers in Math
class.

From Ms. Connors Richie, Congratulations on your graduation! Wishing you
all the best next year!
From Ms. Destini: Good luck in high school, Richie! It was always a joy
seeing you everyday! The Banyan halls are going to be so different without
you in them! Remember to reach for the stars!
From Ms. Zaturoska: Richie, I always love our conversations about
movies during homeroom! Good luck in high school, you’re going to do
great!
From Ms. Megna: Richie I will miss your knowledge of all things Marvel,
your silly and funny side, your drawing and artistic talents, and your want to
know more about all living things. Always remember it is better to forgive
than forget. You will go far if you keep your head straight and your mind on
the target.
From Ms. Gross: Richie: Thanks for teaching me everything I needed to
know about Spider Man!

From Mr. Hofmann: Richie, you have a lot of skills in the classroom and
you have a lot going for you. I hope you do great things at Waldwick!
From Ms. Dreher: Richie, I
don’t believe you are
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graduating! I feel so lucky to
When This 8th grader walks down the hall
have been able to work with
He shows his Marvel and Spider Man figures to us all!
you throughout the crazy time
He can recite all the stories from the movies and
of virtual learning. I loved
shows
having the opportunity to work Ask him any questions- all the answers he knows
with you, and learn about the
Richie-you are ready to leave the Banyan nest
different spider-men. You
Everyone here thinks you're the absolute best!
were such a wonderful
student throughout the day,
with Reading and TMC you
were very imaginative and very creative which was always wonderful to
hear about. I am so proud of how far you have come throughout your time
at Banyan! Any teacher is lucky to have you in their class, and I wish you
the best of luck next year! Congratulations on your Graduation!
From Ms. Kempton: Richie, I am so proud of you for completing the entire
Wilson Reading System!
From Mrs. Onsdorff Richie, I quickly realized how smart you are and the
excellent critical thinking skills that you have when you entered my class
the first day that you arrived at Banyan School. You spent several days
with me, and I got to learn a great deal about you. Even when you were no
longer in my class, you would stop by to charm me into buying the things
that you wanted for the school store and to remind me to put them aside for
you. I know that you will be a success in whatever you wish to do.
Congratulations on your graduation!
From Ms. DiSalvo: Richie: You are smart and have a good sense of
humor. Best of luck to you in September as you enter Waldwick High
School. We are so proud of your progress, Richie!

Patrick
What are your highlights
of going to Banyan
Elementary School?
My highlights are
conversations with my
teachers, clubs, basketball
with Mr. Hofmann, and my
friends.
What will you miss the
most?
I will miss my teachers.
What do you look forward
to in the future?
I look forward to attending
Banyan High School.
What are your career
goals or aspirations?
I want to be a theater
director.
Is there some advice you
would give next year’s
eight-grade class?
Work hard and have fun with your friends.
What they are saying about Patrick:
From Mr. Hofmann: Patrick I am so glad you gave basketball a try.
You did great and had a wonderful season! You have also made such
great strides as a student at Banyan! Keep up the great work, you’re
capable of great things!
From Ms. Kempton: Patrick, continue to work hard on your reading!
Remember to stay focused and try your best! Good luck in high
school!
From Ms. Destini: Patrick! It has been such a joy getting to know you
these last few years! I am going to miss your musical knowledge!
Good Luck in high school!

From Dr. Rick: Patrick always had the best of manners. I remember
talking with him about Pixar and Disney movies!
From Mrs. Wilson: Patrick, You have such a fun personality and
always make me feel welcome when I come back to “ sub” by coming
by to say “Hello.”
From Mr. Western: Patrick, It has been a pleasure getting to know
you this year. I loved
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hearing about all of your
This next graduate is the one who knows
favorite songs! I enjoyed
Everything to be said about Broadway Shows!
working with you this year
Thursday Lunch Club Social, he always shares
Patrick and it is very clear
He asks follow up questions to show he really cares
you have a good heart,
Patrick McHugh as you graduate today
We are all proud of you in every single way!
which is very important to
have! Keep up all the hard
work in highschool.
From Ms. Gross: Patrick, I always looked forward to Lunch Club
Social with you on Thursdays!
From Ms. Connors Patrick, Congratulations on your graduation!
Wishing you all the best next year!

Brooke
What are your highlights of going
to Banyan Elementary School?
I made a lot of friends.
What will you miss the most?
My teachers..
What do you look forward to in the
future?
I am going to Banyan High School.
What are your career goals or
aspirations?
I’m still thinking about it.
Is there some advice you would
give next year’s eight-grade class?
Study hard and do your homework.

What they are saying about
Brooke:
From Mr. Hofmann: Brooke, I was
delighted to have you play
basketball this year. You are also faster than you realize and have
great athletic ability. I hope you decide to play sports in high school.
From Ms. DiSalvo: Brooke, you are such a kind and sensitive young
lady. You are a good friend to your friends. You know EVERYTHING
there is to know about Barbies! You will be missed at Banyan
Elementary School next year. May your first year at Banyan High
School be amazing!

From Ms. Kempton: Brooke, I appreciate your hard work on your
reading and spelling! Continue to work hard in Wilson in high
school!

From Ms. Zaturoska: Brooke, I can’t believe you are graduating this
year! You have grown tremendously over the years at Banyan. I am
so proud of you! Keep doing
your best and have fun in
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high school!

From Ms. Destini: Good
luck in high school,
Brooke! It was always a
joy seeing you everyday!
The Banyan halls are
going to be so different
without you in them!
Remember to reach for
the stars!

This really tall girl is a basketball star
She’s a real Banyan gem and is sure to go far
Brooke has made tons of friends throughout all the
years
She has worked so hard to overcome many fears
Brooke- you are ready to spread your wings
We look forward to seeing you accomplish many
things

From Dr. Rick: Brooke Rymarz: I always remember Brooke on pet
day with her dog. She would walk them around and was so proud of
them.

From Ms. Megna: Brooke I will miss your soft Hellos in the
hallway and reading with you in class when I had you for Reading.
I want to see how far you go at Banyan High School. Always stay
kind, fun loving, and sweet with a little spice.
From Mrs. Wilson: Brooke— Brooke, You are an amazing basketball
player with a sweet personality. Good luck in your high school years.
From Ms. Gross: Brooke: You were the champion during the
Hearbuilders computer Game in Speech!

From Mrs. Perkins: Brooke, I am so proud of your
accomplishment. I will miss you and I hope you will come back to
say hello.
From Ms. Connors Brooke, Congratulations on your graduation!
Wishing you all the best next year!

Cameron
What are your highlights of
going to Banyan Elementary
School?
Making new friends.
What will you miss the most?
The teachers.
What do you look forward to
in the future?
Being even more independent.
What are your career goals or
aspirations?
I want to be either a teacher or
police officer.
Is there some advice you
would give next year's eighthgrade class?
Have lots of fun!

What they are saying
about Cameron:
From Mr. Camp:
Cameron, you have come
so far since you first arrived at Banyan. You are willing to try to
complete work on your own and have improved in reading with
more expression. Everyone enjoyed the wonderful job you did
co-hosting the talent show. Good luck next year and continue to
try your hardest!
From Ms. Gross: Cameron: You always gave the biggest hellos
in the hallway!
From Ms. Destini: Good luck in high school, Cameron It was always
a joy seeing you everyday! The Banyan halls are going to be so
different without you in them! Remember to reach for the stars!

From Ms. Connors Cameron, it was a pleasure to get to know
you this year in Social Studies. Congratulations on your
graduation! Wishing you all the best in High School!
From Mr. Hofmann: Cameron, you are a great shooter on the
basketball court. The word on the street is that Banyan High is
looking for great shooters for next year’s team. I think you can fill
that role!

From Mrs. Perkins:
Cameron, I am so proud of
you. I will miss seeing your
face at Banyan Elementary.
I hope you will come back to
say hello.
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Best narrator at the talent show we did see
His favorite movie is Despicable Me!
He knows everyone's birthday and even the year
Cameron is terrific- that is quite clear!
He loves using felt squares and has so much to say
We wish Cam good luck as he goes on his way!

From Ms. Kempton:
Cameron, continue to
work hard on your
reading! Remember to
stay focused and try your best! Good luck in high school!
From Dr. Rick: Cameron and I were in homeroom together. He
would always be worried about Mr. Camp on bus duty and
wanting to help him!
From Mr. Schiavo: Cameron, every day exhibits traits of a
natural born leader. His sense of duty to fulfill routine duties is
exemplary. Each and every morning without reminder Cam
changes the date on our classroom calendar and reports to the
front of the line to lead his fellow classmates out of gym class.
Our platoon leader!

Jeremy
What are your highlights of
By Ms. Gross
going to Banyan
Need someone to help with errands around the
Elementary School?
school?
My fun teachers.
Jeremy is your guy and he is really super cool
What will you miss the
He loves learning about trains and has had a great
year
most?
So come on Banyan School and let’s give him a
I will miss Math.
cheer!
What do you look forward
Congratulations Jeremy on your graduation day
to in the future?
You have worked so hard- hip hip hooray!
I want to be a teacher like
Ms. Jacqueline.
What are your career goals
or aspirations?
To be a teacher.
Is there some advice you would give next year's eighth-grade class?
Work hard and have fun.
What they are saying about Jeremy:
From Mr. D’Amico: Jeremy, I’m so proud of you and your
accomplishments. I was so happy to be working with you and Ms.
Jacqueline on making you the best young man you can be! Good luck in
high school. Please keep up the good work. You have earned all your stars
for high school. Best wishes :)
From Ms. Destini: Good luck in high school, Jeremy! It was always a joy
seeing you everyday! The Banyan halls are going to be so different without
you in them! Remember to reach for the stars!
From Ms. Gross: Jeremy, thank you for making copies for me in the
speech room!
From Miss Gwen: Jeremy, I will miss your daily visits to the speech room.
From Mrs. Wilson: Jeremy, You make everyone smile when they see you
in school. Good luck in high school.
From Ms. Connors Jeremy, I am going to miss having conversations with
you. Thank you for keeping track of my calendar everyday and for bringing
so much joy to our classroom. Congratulations on graduating! Good Luck
in High School!

From Ms. Kempton: Jeremy, I will always remember us working together
and learning your letters and sounds. I am so proud of you with all of your
reading progress. I appreciate you being a delivery man this year and
passing out important items from the office! Good luck in high school!
From Mr. Hofmann: Jeremy, you may have been the best bike rider in
Banyan history. Students watched you and wanted to ride just like you.
Watching you glide up and down the street in the back of the building all of
these years has given me a lot of joy!
From Ms. Jacqueline: Jeremy, you will be missed at Banyan Elementary!
You touched everyone's lives here as "Mr. Mayor." In class, you're a
joyous, hard-working, and silly student who loves to do your best. You are
going to ROCK IT at Banyan High School. Never forget "it's no big deal"
and you'll be able to handle anything that comes your way! I'll miss you so
much. Congratulations!
From Dr. Rick: Once during basketball games, we were making fidget
toys. One day we made slime and it was . . . messy to say the least.
Jeremy had so much fun making it. Seeing the joy on his face is always a
vivid memory of mine.
From Ms. Megna: Jeremy, I will miss your screams of excitement, how
bossy you can be at times, and our little chats in the hallway. Please
always stay loving, kind, and excited.

Jane
What are your highlights of
going to Banyan Elementary
School?
My highlights from going to
Banyan Elementary School are
finding Ms. Sue’s painted rocks,
cheerleading, field trips, the
fashion show and being part of the
Banyan Jokesters in the Banyan
newsletters.
What will you miss the most?
I will miss the teachers and staff
and my friends who are not going
to Banyan High School.
What do you look forward to in the future?
I look forward to playing on the Banyan High School basketball team
and being a High School student.
What are your career goals or aspirations?
When I get older I would like to open my own Jigsaw Puzzle factory.
Is there some advice you would give next year's eighth-grade
class?
My advice to next year’s eighth grade is to get involved in the fun
activities and You Got This!
What they are saying about Jane:
From Dr. Rick: Jane was always the hardest working student who loved
projects! I always remember our video project, her creativity and eagerness
to share with everyone. She is also the only person who probably knows
Social Thinking better than Michelle Garcia Winner! I'm so proud of you
Jane!
From Ms. Destini: Oh, J! It is hard to believe you are graduating 8th grade
already! These last three years flew. I am so glad I got the opportunity to
join you on your journey here at Banyan. As you continue on to high school
remember you can do hard things! I cannot wait to hear about all your
accomplishments!
From Miss Gwen:Jane, I will miss Banyan Jokesters group with you. You
always came up with the best jokes!

From Ms. Kempton: Jane, you are such a strong reader! I know you will
continue to grow in high school. We all appreciate your jokes and bright
personality!
From Ms. Gross: Jane: A fabulous addition to the cheerleading squad.
Always front and center!
From Ms. Zaturoska: Jane,
I’ll never forget the day we
By Ms. Gross
both wore our “Kind People
This 8th grader we have known for awhile
Her joke telling skills always make us smile
are my Kind of People” shirts
When it comes to puzzles- she is the queen
on the same day! I’ll never
She assembles them faster than anyone has ever
forget when you first came to
seen
Banyan. You were always
Jane, we are so proud of all that you do
such a pleasure to talk to. I
Happy Graduation, we will really miss you!
loved having you for Social
Studies and TMC this year.
Best of luck in high school, we
are going to miss you! Keep smiling!
From Mrs. Onsdorff My Dear Jane, you always made me laugh. Each
time you walked into my room you expressed whatever was on your mind
with a smile on your face! You always impressed me with the
comprehension you displayed in whatever we were reading. Your critical
thinking skills are excellent, and you always kept our classes lively with
your constant participation. I thank you for attending my morning meeting
and acting out your part so beautifully in our presentation. I know that what
you did was difficult for you, and I was honored that you took part in it for
me! I will always remember your humor and I smile each time I think about
you. I hope to see you around Cedar Grove. Congratulations on your
graduation.
From Ms. Connors Jane, Thank you for bringing so much knowledge and
fun to Social Studies. I know you are not going to be here next year and I
am going to miss you! Congratulations on finally graduating! Best of luck in
High School!
From Mrs. Rallo: Jane, What can I say to the only “Puzzle Queen” I’ve
ever known. You always made me smile. You are an amazing young girl,
and I am so happy to have worked with you in Vocabulary Class. As I
watched you learn so many new word meanings, I knew you were one
smart “Queen”! I know you will continue to do well as you enter into your
next adventure……. high school. I wish you the best in all you do, Jane.
From Ms. Megna: Jane I will miss seeing all of the rocks you find, your
silliness and the jokesters. Always stay inquisitive, kind, and funny.

From Ms. Dreher: Jane! Congratulations on your graduation! It’s crazy to
think that you are leaving Banyan! I remember your first day at Banyan. It
was an absolute pleasure being able to work with you and see how far you
have come. I loved having so many opportunities to work with you and
really get to know you! I loved your jokes and comedy acts for the talent
show. You have such a wonderful personality and imagination, don’t ever
lose that! I am so proud of all of your accomplishments and I wish you the
best next year!
From Mr. Stacy: Jane! I will never forget our 5th period class together! It
was really amazing to watch you get better and better with your math skills!
You have worked extremely hard this year and your hard work has paid off.
It is now time for high school. Try your best to stay in that present moment
and enjoy your high school experience. You are going to do great, I know it!
From Mr. Hofmann: Jane Queen of Puzzles, we are losing the best
Jokester/Puzzle Queen in school history. How are we going to survive? I
wish you the best of luck at Banyan High. You made your mark at Banyan
Elementary and you will be missed!
From Mrs. Wilson: Jane, You are the Puzzle Queen of Banyan School. I
feel lucky to have been your teacher these past few years. I will never
forget your amazing personality.
From Ms. DiSalvo: Jane: You are such an impressive young lady - - so
smart, so thoughtful and so organized. You observe everything around you
and you make the people in your life feel special. I will miss seeing you, the
one and only Puzzle Queen I've ever met. Best of luck in High School
Jane!

Max
What are your highlights
of going to Banyan
Elementary School?
One of my highlights was
the trip to the West Essex
Diner in Fairfield, and the
ice cream truck on
Thursday, May 5, 2022.
What was so much fun
about it was that kids got to
go out to eat together, no
matter if they were good
friends or not. It was also a
good and fun educational
trip.
What will you miss the most?
I will miss Lunch Club Social, Weekend News in Writing Class, Fun Friday,
Learning Ally, and Mr. Hofmann’s Banyan Bulldog Newsletter.
What do you look forward to in the future?
I am looking forward to my big change, which is going to my new school for
high school called Maplebrook School. It is a boarding school in Amenia,
New York which is in a rural area in upstate New York.
What are your career goals or aspirations?
My goal is to get a job in the transportation industry. I would especially like
to make the New Jersey Transit App more user friendly. I actually want to
be trained in driving a bus or a train. I would like to become better at
reading comprehension.
Is there some advice you would give next year's eighth-grade class?
I really hope you improve your reading, comprehension, math, speech, OT,
and PT, and any other skills. I would also like you to meet brand new close
friends. I hope all your acquaintances from your 7th grade school year,
move up to close friends, and do close friend events with them, like meals,
events, playdates, and sleepovers.
What they are saying about Max:

From Ms. Gross: Max: Thank you for being the great Lunch Club Social
announcer over the loudspeaker! I could always count on you!
From Ms. Destini: Max! Oh how I am going to miss seeing you in the halls
of Banyan next year! I came to Banyan during a difficult year, but having
you in our pod made it so fun! You definitely made these years memorable.
Good Luck in your high school years! I cannot wait to hear about all your
accomplishments!
From Ms. Zaturoska: Max, I always loved our conversations in class. You
will be so successful in high school. Keep working hard and keep smiling!
From Mrs. Onsdorff Max, I
will always remember your
By Ms. Gross
tremendous smile no matter
Wanna
know
about
train
schedules? This next
where we would meet! When I
graduate’s the one
think of you, I recall your
Max Wish will explain it to you- and always makes it
sense of humor, outgoing
fun!
personality, and exceptional
He’s also great at announcing the Lunch Club Social
critical thinking ability. Always
list
remember to relax, let things
Max is really outgoing, if you get the gist
go, and have fun. I wish you
Happy Graduation, good luck to you
all the best next year!
We can't wait to see all the great things you do!
From Mr. Hofmann: Max, if I
need bus or train directions, I
know exactly where to go and who to go to. You will always be my No. 1
conductor!
From Ms. Connors Max, you are truly a special person and I will miss
having conversations with you in the hallways. Congratulations on
graduating! Good Luck next year!
From Ms. Kempton: Max, you are such a strong reader! I know you will
continue to grow in high school. I appreciate your outgoing personality and
always stopping by to say hi to me!
From Mrs. Rallo: Max, I was so happy to have you join our vocabulary
class. You are such a bright young man. It was enjoyable for me to see
you learn so many new word meanings, and be able to use the words
correctly too. I wish you the best on your journey next year. I know you will
do well and always try your best.
From Ms. DiSalvo: Max, You are such a bright, caring young person! You
are always looking for ways your classmates can earn Banyan Bucks and
nominating them. You ask great questions and are super willing to discuss

important things. I will miss seeing you at Banyan Elementary School next
year.
From Mr. Western: Max, it has been a pleasure getting to know you this
school year. I have enjoyed watching you grow and mature this year. I
especially enjoyed seeing your excitement when you figured out how to
solve or answer something new. Keep working hard in high school!
From Mrs. Wilson: Max, We certainly share our love of Caldwell’s finest
restaurants, don’t we? You are a strong math student. Good luck in high
school!
From Dr. Rick: Max might be the only student who created his own size of
the problem strategy that is better than any published material! I always
remember how clever he was!
From Ms. Megna: Max I will miss you telling me the train stops and
stations, all of your questions, and the knowledge you have for some many
different things. You will be missed at Saturday School and in my indoor
recess group. Always stay focused, kind, and inquisitive.

Emma
What are your highlights of going to Banyan Elementary School?
My highlights of going to
Banyan Elementary School are
having fun at recess, reading
and seeing all the younger kids.
What will you miss the most?
I will miss talking to my younger
friends at the Banyan
Elementary School and I will
miss having Banyan Saturday
School playdates.
What do you look forward to in
the future?
I will look forward to graduating
the Banyan Elementary School
and I am looking forward to
going to Banyan High School.
What are your career goals or aspirations?
When I grow up I would like to be a swim teacher.
Is there some advice you would give next year's eighth-grade class?
You should try to be a good person.
What they are saying about Emma:
From Mr. Hofmann: Emma, did I earn today? Haha. You asked me that
every day, and there is no doubt: You earned! We are gonna miss your
music updates at Banyan!
From Ms. Gross: Emma Y. is a fantastic cheerleader and a huge helper
during Saturday School!
From Ms. Kempton: Emma, you are such a strong reader! I know you will
continue to grow in high school. I appreciate your outgoing personality and
always stopping by to say hi to me!

From Mr. Western: Emma, I have enjoyed watching you progress this
year. I enjoyed hearing all of your fun facts about different musicians. It
also made my day when I learned I was born on a Wednesday. Keep up all
the hard work!
From Ms. Destini: Good luck in high school! It was always a joy seeing
you everyday! The Banyan halls are going to be so different without you in
them! Remember to reach for the stars!
From Mrs. Onsdorff: Emma, I feel so fortunate to have had you in my
class during most of your time at Banyan School. I smile each time I recall
your ability to focus and get all your work done with the promise of listening
to and singing along with the
song “Last Christmas” at the
By Ms. Gross
end of class. You have grown
Emma Y:
so much during your time at
This graduate loves to braid everyone’s hair
Banyan School. You have
She will make us look great with her style and flair
Avril Lavigne is her favorite singer for sure
become an excellent writer,
The song “Happy Ending” she really does adore
adding so much detail to your
Emma Y. has never missed a Saturday School
stories. Your comprehension
has developed, and I often think Have the best time in High School- you’re really super
cool!
of your enthusiasm in acting out
our stories. With your
contagious laugh and unique
sense of humor, you will be a success in whatever you do. I wish you all
the best next year.
From Ms. Connors Emma, Congratulations on your graduation! Wishing
you all the best next year!
From Ms. Dreher: EMMA! Congratulations on your graduation! What an
exciting accomplishment. You are such a joy to have in the classroom. I
loved being able to work with you on so many occasions. It was such a
pleasure to work with you for TMC & Vocabulary. You were such an
animated individual, and I loved hearing your stories and your singing! I am
so proud of how hard you have worked throughout your time at Banyan,
and I know you are going to do great moving forward. Congratulations
again, Best of luck next year!
From Mrs. Rallo: Emma, It was such a pleasure to work with you, Emma.
You always brought a smile to my face. Thank you for bringing sunshine to
our reading class. I know you will do well as you transition to your new
school. I wish you the best throughout your high school journey.
From Ms. Megna: Emma I will miss your singing and song choices during
dance club, your braids, your dance moves, and your number and

birthdates knowledge. You will be missed at Saturday School and in the
Dance club. Always stay funny, kind, and straight forward.
From Mr. Western: Emma, I have enjoyed watching you progress this
year. I enjoyed hearing all of your fun facts about different musicians. It
also made my day when I learned I was born on a Wednesday. Keep up all
the hard work!
From Dr. Rick: Emma, I'll always remember Emma calling me Rick Ashley
in the hallway! And listening to Wham! and Avril Lavigne.
From Mrs. Wilson: Emma, You have such a sunny, upbeat personality—
you make my day when I see you in the halls of Banyan School. I loved all
the stories you have given to me—along with the illustrations. High
school— here you come!
From Ms. Zaturoska: Emma, you are such a sweet girl! I loved having you
in Social Studies a few years ago and even at the end of this year. Keep
singing all the best songs, keep working hard, and have fun in high school!

