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WRS Advanced Strategies for  
Multisensory Structured Language 

Group Instruction Course

This 3-day course  
delves into essential 
strategies to improve  
all aspects of WRS  
small-group instruction 
through hands-on  
practice and discussion. 
Participants will  
examine the specifics  
of each WRS lesson  
plan block, with an increased focus on vocabulary, 
comprehension, and fluency instruction. 

Course Components:
• Intensive Intervention
•  5 Factors for Successful WRS Group Instruction
• Creating Word Consciousness
• WRS Lesson Blocks 1, 2, & 3
• The Role of Spelling in Writing Fluency
• Schwa Sound
• Comprehension
•  Text Complexity: Informative & Narrative  

Text Structures
•  Wilson Fluency® Basic/Formalized Fluency  

Text Instruction
•  WRS Group Mastery Practicum and WRS  

Level II Certification
• Wilson Academy®

This course serves as a prerequisite to participate in 
WRS Level II Certification: Group Mastery Practicum
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The Wilson Reading System® (WRS) has been 
evaluated in scientifically-based research studies, 
including the following: 

Stebbins, M.S., Stormont, M., Lembke, E.S., 
Wilson, D.J. & Clippard, D. (2012) conducted a 
study monitoring the effectiveness of the use of the 
WRS with 4th-5th grade students with educational 
disabilities. A two-year study demonstrated 
substantial growth in reading comprehension skills 
for these struggling readers. Exceptionality: A Special 
Educational Journal, 20(1), 58-70.

Contact Information:
Jennifer Kempton,  
M.Ed., W.C.T., W.D.T.
Reading Specialist
Wilson® Credentialed Trainer
Wilson® Dyslexia Therapist

jkempton@banyanschool.com
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•  ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Fairfield, NJ 07004 • (P) 973-439-1919

From strong roots come strong minds!
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Wilson Language Training and Wilson Accredited 
Partners have received accreditation by the International 
Dyslexia Association. This designation recognizes that 
Wilson Reading System® certifications align with the 
IDA’s Knowledge and Practice Standards for the 
Teachers of Reading. 

Presents



The Wilson Reading System® (WRS) is a research-
based structured multisensory literacy program based 
on the Orton-Gillingham principles. WRS is an 
intensive Tier 3 reading program for students who 
have not achieved success with traditional instructional 
methods. As part of the WRS program, students 
receive specialized instruction in:

• Decoding  • Vocabulary

• Encoding  • Comprehension

•  High frequency  • Fluency 
words

The program is aligned to the Common Core 
Learning Standards and provides daily progress 
monitoring and prescriptive systematic instruction.

WRS Introductory Course

The 3-day WRS Introductory Course provides an 
overview of the WRS 4th Edition curriculum and  
serves as the prerequisite for WRS Level I Certification. 
This course presents teachers with the knowledge  
and skills necessary to address the five principles of 
literacy instruction that align with the Common Core  
Learning Standards (Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, 
Vocabulary, Fluency, Comprehension).

WRS Level I Certification

The WRS Intensive Instruction for the Non- 
Responsive Reader (Steps 1-6) Online Course and 
WRS Steps 1-6 Practicum is intended to prepare  
the participant to effectively implement a multisensory 
structured language (MSL) reading program with 
a student reading and spelling below grade level, 
including those individuals diagnosed with a  
language-based learning disability, such as dyslexia.

Each participant will acquire a sophisticated working 
knowledge of the sound-symbol system of English 
(phonology), the rules that govern spelling in the 
English language, and its structure (morphology), 
as well as the use of specific diagnostic instructional 
methods. Satisfying the requirements of this course 
includes the identification, assessment, and approval 
of a practicum student in grades 4-12 with significant 
word-level deficits. This practicum student must be 
available for a minimum 2-3 tutoring sessions per 
week until practicum requirement of a minimum 
65 lessons are met (typically one school year). Each 
session requires 60-90 minutes in length.

Prerequisite: WRS Introductory Course.

Duration: All coursework must be completed  
within 12 months.

Banyan School is licensed by Wilson Language 
Training® (WLT) to deliver Wilson® professional 
learning to school districts and educators.  
The following Wilson Reading System® (WRS) 
courses are available:  

•	 WRS	Introductory	Course

•	 WRS	Level	I	Certification

•	 	WRS	Advanced	Strategies	for	Multisensory	
Structured Language Group Instruction Course

Banyan School welcomes the opportunity to support 
teachers interested in the Wilson Reading System®, so 
that all learners can “Achieve Literacy for Life!”

Banyan School is a private, non-profit, state-
approved school for students who have different 
learning styles. The Elementary School 
program specializes in prescriptive programs 
for students with significant language-based 
learning disabilities. Utilizing a multi-sensory 
approach, our primary focus is the development 
and reinforcement of the reading, language and 
communication skills necessary for academic 
success. With small classes, individualized 
attention, integrated assistive technology and 
a highly specialized staff, we are committed 
to establishing the foundation that students 
need for learning while fostering social and 
interpersonal skills. 

Established in 2006, the High School program 
provides a structured curriculum that focuses 
on academic and social needs. The 9th – 12th 
grade curriculum continues to reinforce 
reading, language and communication 
skills, while preparing students for the next 
phase of their education and life.  The LIFE 
Academy (Learning Independence. Fostering 
Empowerment.) for 18-to-21-year old students 
emphasizes life and work skills in a supportive 
environment that builds confidence and success.

About Banyan School

Strong Partners. Strong Programs.


